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up through the Carolinas in three divisions, devastating the                    '.
country, driving the Whig families into the mountains, taking the Tory men into the army, and protecting their families.
General Ferguson, a distinguished soldier, who was commanding the left wing, had sent word to the Tennessee frontiersmen on the Watauga and Nolachucky that if their war on the Indians did not stop, he would cross the moun-                   ;
tain and destroy the country.      Sevier and Shelby imme-                   i
diately put rough riders on horses, and in four days every man that could carry a gun was notified, and a few clays later they were all at King's Meadows, where Bristol now is, with guns in hand, and a vote was taken whether they would stay in the mountain passes and defend the settle-                   j
incuts, or go in pursuit of Ferguson.     The vote was unani-                   I
mows to go and hunt him.  Colonels Campbell and Cleveland,                   f
with about 300 Virginia troops, united with them here, making in all 1,200 men with squirrel rifles.
All on horses they rode through the mountains about 130 miles, and found Ferguson on King's Mountain, in good position for attack or defense. General Berhard, an officer                   '
under Napoleon, and afterwards an engineer in the United States Army, in examining the battleground of King's Mountain, says:
"The Americans by their victory in that engagement erected a monument to perpetuate the memory of the brave men who had fallen there; and the shape of the hill itself Avould be an eternal monument of the military genius and skill of Colonel Ferguson in selecting a position so well adapted for defense, and that no other plan of assault but that pursued by the mountain men could have succeeded against him."
Sevier immediately after the battle of King's Mountain                    ;
took a hundred men and rode night and day till he reachedevier pledged themselves to see it refunded, or the act of the entry-taker legalized by the North Carolina Legislature. That was scrupulously attended to at the earliest practicable moment. The evidence of it is before the writer in the original receipt now in his possession:
